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The  Illinois  State  Library  of  the  Secretary 
of  State’s  office  became  a  United  States 
Patent  Depository  Library  in  January  1984. 
In  this  capacity,  the  library  offers  materials 
and  services  important  to  both  Illinois  state 
government  and  the  citizens  of  the  state. 

The  program  is  important  for  supporting 
Illinois’  economic  development  efforts.  It 
also  provides  individuals  and  businesses, 
particularly  in  central  and  southern  Illinois, 
with  nearby  patent  information. 


Patent  Users 
and  Uses 

Students,  scientists,  patent  attorneys, 
marketing  researchers,  inventors,  historians, 
government  officials,  and  engineers  search 
patents  for  the  information  they  need. 

The  patent  and  trademark  materials  avail¬ 
able  at  the  State  Library  provide  technical 
information  that  frequently  cannot  be  found 
elsewhere.  Individuals  can  use  these  re¬ 
sources  to: 

•  Determine  whether  an  idea  can  be 
patented; 

•  Obtain  state-of-the-art  information  in  a 
specific  subject  area; 

•  Find  specifications  and  drawings  of 
known  patents; 

•  Avoid  duplication  of  research  and 
development;  or 

•  Prepare  a  list  of  prior  developments  to  be 
cited  by  the  patent  applicant. 


The  United  States  Patent 
Depository  Library 
At  The  Ittinois  State 
Library 


Online  Services 


The  Illinois  State  Library  also  has  access 
to  CASSIS  (CLASSIFICATION  AND 
SEARCH  SUPPORT  INFORMATION  SYS¬ 
TEM),  a  free  online  service  from  the  Patent 
and  Trademark  Office.  As  a  computerized 
access  to  U.S.  Patent  Classification  informa¬ 
tion,  it  can  provide  a  current  list  of  patents  by 
class  and  subclass.  Searches  may  be  done  by 
subject  matter,  patent  number,  and  subject 
classification  number. 
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Patent  Depository 
Collection 

As  a  newly  designated  Patent  Depository 
Library,  the  Illinois  State  Library  is  constant¬ 
ly  receiving  new  materials.  The  Patent 
Collection  currently  includes: 

Official  Gazette 

1872  -  Present 
Microfilm:  1872 -Present 
Paper:  1982 -Present 

U.S.  Patents  -  Utility 

1964  (Pat.  #3,116,487)  -  Present 
Microfilm 

U.S.  Patents  -  Design 

1983  (Pat.  #D267,440)  -  Present 
Microfilm 

Defensive  Publications 

1975  -  Present 
Microfilm 

Certificates,  Disclaimers,  and 
Reissues  Files 

1983  -  Present 
Microfilm 
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Reference  Services 


•  The  reference  staff  is  available  to  teach 
individuals  how  to  establish  a  field  of 
search  for  patents. 

•  The  reference  staff  will  not  conduct  actual 
patent  searches  for  individuals  interested 
in  whether  they  can  patent  their  ideas. 

•  The  reference  staff  will  answer  patent 
reference  questions  for  state  employees. 

•  The  reference  staff  does  not  interpret 
patent  law.  Individuals  will  need  to  con¬ 
sult  an  attorney  for  legal  advice. 


Training 

The  Patent  Depository  Library  Program 
Coordinator  is  available  to  train  interested 
groups. 

Patent  searching  is  time  consuming  and 
preliminary  searches  may  take  several 
hours.  For  this  reason,  individuals  should 
discuss  their  research  needs  with  a  refer¬ 
ence  librarian. 

Appointments  can  be  made  for  training  or 
discussion  of  research  needs  by  calling: 
(217)  782-5430. 


Photocopying 
Patent  Materials 

Patent  materials  cannot  be  taken  out  of 
the  library,  but  photocopies  can  be  made. 
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Access 


The  State  Library  is  open  to  the  public. 
Anyone  may  use  the  collection  on  the 
premises. 

Location: 

Patent  Depository  Library,  Reference 
Section,  Illinois  State  Library , Centennial 
Building-  3rd  FI.,  North  Side,  Springfield, 
Illinois 

Hours: 

8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  weekdays,  except 
official  state  holidays 

Phone: 

(217)  782-5430 


For  More  Information 

Contact: 


Jeanne  Oliver 

Patent  Depository  Library  Program 
Reference  Section,  Illinois  State  Library 
Centennial  Building,  Room  350 
Springfield,  Illinois  62756 


JIM  EDGAR 
Secretary  of  State 
and  State  Librarian 

Bridget  L.  Lamont,  Director 
Illinois  State  Library 
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